FRAC

Food Research & Action Center
Summer Food Mapper Guide

FRAC’s Summer Food Mapper identifies areas that qualify as Summer Food Service Program
(SFSP) or Seamless Summer Option (SSO) sites through Census data. One way to qualify a SFSP
or SSO site is to show that 50 percent or more of the children in the area are eligible for free or
reduced-price school meals. School data is used most often to document that a site is in a low-
income area, but Census data also can be used. Census data is especially useful for qualifying
sites in rural areas or where pockets of poverty exist within affluent areas.

To determine the eligibility of a site for SFSP or SSO:
1. Access your state map through one of the following links.
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2.

Once you have found your state’s map, click on the SEARCH field on the top left-hand
side of the screen.

Enter the address of the proposed site in the pop-up window. Then click on the search
button in the pop-up window below the address.

The mapper will show the address on the map with a blue location pin. Sites in eligible or
maybe eligible areas will appear in either a red or blue area on the map.

e ELIGIBLE SITES are in red areas. These are areas where over 50 percent of the
children in the census blocks are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals
based on census data.

e MAYBE SITES are in blue areas. Between 40 and 49 percent of the children in
the light blue Census blocks are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals.
USDA’s guidance allows these blocks to qualify if adjacent block groups (a
maximum of three) averaged together have 50 percent of more of the children
eligible for free or reduced-price school meals. FRAC provides a calculator to
determine whether these sites may be eligible. State child nutrition agencies are
responsible for conducting the averaging and determining eligibility.

e NOT ELIGIBLE SITES will be shown in areas with no background color. These
sites may be eligible according to school data, but they do not meet the
requirements for qualifying through Census data.

Clicking on the blue location pin will provide a pop-up box with additional information
about the area, including the census block and tract numbers. The box will also show the
percentage of children between 0-18 and 0-13 that are eligible to participate. Summer
sites can qualify using either percentage. The Census block group number often is
required by the state agency to qualify the site.

If your location is in a MAYBE area (blue), use FRAC’s Mapping Tool Calculator found
on the main page of the mapper to determine eligibility in Census Block Groups that are
between 40 and 49 percent.

For more information or questions about the Summer Food Mapper, contact Clarissa Hayes,
chayes@frac.org .



https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldi1g93n016abyyfc4ns
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldi12gy70162bi4l9il1
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldi12gy70162bi4l9il1
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldi5gqv7017w4xe34p3a
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgkin9700yr6cb8ffgj
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgkin9700yr6cb8ffgj
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgkin9700yr6cb8ffgj
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgkxvux00yz2z2r8o6h
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldhh4zi8010e4d1i4fe8
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgkxvux00yz2z2r8o6h
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgkxvux00yz2z2r8o6h
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgla6ra00ze1bhnamos
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldgla6ra00ze1bhnamos
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldglnljz00zmgtlw1vp2
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldglnljz00zmgtlw1vp2
https://online.caliper.com/mas-874-drp-290-ujr/maps/ldglnljz00zmgtlw1vp2
mailto:chayes@frac.org

