We, the undersigned 344 national, state, and local organizations, write to urge Congress
to extend the Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer program permanently for all children
eligible for free and reduced-price school meals in either Child Nutrition Reauthorization
or the forthcoming economic recovery legislation.

During the summer months far too many children experience increased food insecurity,
compromising their health and ability to thrive during summer break and beyond. The limited
reach of the Summer Nutrition Programs creates the need for Summer EBT, a complementary
program that has been proven to effectively combat summer hunger by providing additional
resources to purchase food during the summer months. This approach has been piloted by
USDA since 2011 and supported through annual appropriations funding and proposed
legislation.

An_evaluation from 2016 which looked at the impact of $30 or $60 monthly benefit amounts (the
American Families Plan proposes $75 to adjust the $60 benefit level for inflation and and other
approaches would provide the daily value of the free reimbursement for school meals) and
distribution model (SNAP and WIC) found that participation in Summer EBT led to several
positive results including:

e Reduced food insecurity. By providing low-income households with a $30 or $60 per
month per child benefit, the most severe type of food insecurity (very low food security)
was reduced by one-third, and food insecurity was reduced by one-fifth.

e Improved nutrition. Both the $30 and $60 monthly benefit levels led to an improvement
in children’s summertime nutritional intake, but children in households that received the
$60 benefit ate slightly more nutritious foods (fruits, vegetables, and whole grains) than
those in the $30 group.

e High rates of participation. More than 75 percent of households in the program
redeemed some or all of their benefits. While both were efficient at reaching families,
those who participated in the project modeled after SNAP redeemed benefits at higher
rates than those who were in the project that was based on the WIC model (95 percent
versus 83 percent). This is likely due to the more_limited availability of WIC retailers and
the simplicity of redeeming the benefit through SNAP. The approach of the American
Families Plan builds upon the SNAP model, which will support greater redemption of
benefits and simplify food purchases for participants and retailers.

Despite these benefits, Summer EBT has been critically underfunded since it was piloted: only
11 states and three Indian Tribal Organizations (ITOs) have been able to participate through the
funds annually appropriated since 2011.Expanding Summer EBT nationwide and making it
available every summer will ensure that children and their families have additional critical
resources to support a healthy diet at home when they lose access to the free and reduced-
price meals at school. It also would allow states to maintain and build on the success of
Pandemic-EBT, particularly as all states have now developed the capacity and infrastructure to
implement a similar program during the summer months.


https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/ops/sebtcfinalreport.pdf
https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/Final_Summer_EBT_Doc-1.pdf

Thank you for your leadership and we look forward to working with you to ensure that every
child in this country receives the healthy food they need to learn and grow during the summer
months.

Sincerely,
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