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August 31, 2020  

 

The Honorable Sonny Perdue  

Secretary  

United States Department of Agriculture  

1400 Independence Avenue S.W.  

Washington, DC 20250  

 

Dear Secretary Perdue, 

 

As the 2020-2021 school year begins, the nation’s mayors call on the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) to urgently extend all child nutrition meal flexibilities through the 2020-

2021 school year before they expire so that distribution continues widely and food insecurity is 

not further exacerbated for vulnerable children and families struggling during the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

These waivers give schools, city agencies, and community organizations flexibilities in the 

operation of the child nutrition programs that have been critical in keeping millions of children 

from going hungry since March and continue to provide much needed aid to families. Altogether, 

Pandemic EBT (P EBT) benefits, SNAP, WIC, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, school 

and summer meal flexibilities and other child nutrition program waiver authorities granted by the 

USDA in the early months of this pandemic have been incredibly effective at keeping millions of 

vulnerable children from going hungry. It is unconscionable to limit access to and federal 

support of food resources amid a pandemic.   

 

These important waivers and programs wholly support the Administration’s “locally executed 

and federally managed” playbook for responding to the ongoing crisis. Since March, these 

waivers have allowed state food administrators, schools, city agencies, and partner organizations 

the local flexibility needed to adjust to a variety of different models to swiftly provide access to 

meals for millions of children nationwide; and P-EBT benefits have provided 14 million eligible 

children in 33 states with critical food assistance.  As states and local governments work to 

safely reopen, now is not the time for the USDA to turn away from supporting critical 

flexibilities upon which school districts and other partner organizations rely.   

 

As schools, states and cities determine our plans to reopen safely for the upcoming school year, 

including plans to provide meals through the child nutrition programs, we strongly encourage the 

USDA to continue providing states and our schools the local flexibility needed to safely serve 
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hungry children and struggling families in the most accessible locations throughout our 

communities: 

 

- Continue providing school meals to all students without requiring expensive and 

burdensome processes: Expand the nationwide non-congregate waiver for school year 

2020-21 to include the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Seamless Summer 

Option (SSO) and allow these programs to serve all children by extending the Area 

Eligibility waiver for SFSP and SSO through the school year; 

- Make it easier for school districts to provide afterschool meals and snacks: Waive 

the Afterschool Activity Requirement for the Afterschool Meal and Snack Programs 

available through the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) and the National 

School Lunch Program (NSLP) through the 2020-21 school year. Reverse the denial of 

this request; 

- Ensure access to three meals a day: Allow those providing meals through the summer 

meal programs (SSO and SFSP) to also serve Afterschool Meals and Snacks under 

CACFP and NSLP, to continue providing the same access to meals as they have since the 

pandemic necessitated school closures; 

- Extend P-EBT Benefits: Support Congressional efforts to extend P-EBT benefits until 

the current pandemic has ended with increased flexibilities and common-sense 

approaches. Many barriers for expanding P-EBT still exist, making it difficult to provide 

these important benefits to students and families. 

 

Communities across the country are struggling to adapt to the continued effects of the current 

pandemic. In many cities across the United States, families face persistent unemployment, lack 

of health coverage, and fear of contagion. The USDA can support these families by offering 

flexibility so that school districts like the one that serves my city’s children can focus their 

energy, attention and resources on teaching and learning, rather than burdensome and 

unnecessary administrative procedures.  

 

We thank you for your continued efforts to provide critical nutrition to children during this ever-

changing crisis and supporting a future where all youth can thrive. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Levar Stoney 

Mayor of Richmond, VA 

Chair, Children, Health, and Human 

Services Standing Committee 

 

Muriel Bowser 

Mayor of Washington, DC 

Co-Chair, Food Policy Task 

Force     

Bernard “Jack” Young 

Mayor of Baltimore, MD 

Co-Chair, Food Policy Task 

Force     

Greg Fischer  

Mayor of Louisville, KY  

President, USCM 

Nan Whaley 

Mayor of Dayton, OH 

Vice President, USCM 

Steve Benjamin  

Mayor of Columbia, SC  

Past President, USCM 

 

Elizabeth B. Kautz 

Mayor of Burnsville, MN 

Past President, USCM 

Lioneld Jordan 

Mayor of Fayetteville, AR 

 

Frank D. Scott Jr. 

Mayor of Little Rock, AR 
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Regina Romero 

Mayor of Tucson, AZ 

 

Jenelle Osborne 

Mayor of Lompoc, CA 

 

Robert Garcia 

Mayor of Long Beach, CA 

 

Göran Eriksson 

Mayor of Culver City, CA 

 

Thomas K. Butt 

Mayor of Richmond, CA 

 

Darrell Steinberg 

Mayor of Sacramento, CA 

 

Michael M. Vargas 

Mayor of Perris, CA 

 

John P. Marchand 

Mayor of Livermore, CA 

 

Catherine S. Blakespear 

Mayor of Encinitas, CA 

 

Richard Montgomery 

Mayor of Manhattan Beach, CA 

 

Mary Casillas Salas 

Mayor of Chula Vista, CA 

 

Acquanetta Warren 

Mayor of Fontana, CA 

 

Pauline Russo Cutter 

Mayor of San Leandro, CA 

 

Nick Pilch 

Mayor of Albany, CA 

 

Eric Garcetti 

Mayor of Los Angeles, CA 

 

Carol Dutra-Vernaci 

Mayor of Union City, CA 

 

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 

Mayor of Alameda, CA 

 

Libby Schaaf 

Mayor of Oakland, CA 

 

Deborah Robertson 

Mayor of Rialto, CA 

 

London N. Breed 

Mayor of San Francisco, CA 

 

Lily Mei 

Mayor of Fremont, CA 

 

Michael B. Hancock 

Mayor of Denver, CO 

 

Joe Ganim 

Mayor of Bridgeport, CT 

 

Rick Kriseman 

Mayor of St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Christine Hunschofsky 

Mayor of Parkland, FL 

 

Frank C. Ortis 

Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL 

 

Joe Coviello 

Mayor of Cape Coral, FL 

 

Derrick L. Henry 

Mayor of Daytona Beach, FL 

Lauren Poe 

Mayor of Gainesville, FL 

 

Joy Cooper 

Mayor of Hallandale Beach, FL 

 

Van R. Johnson II 

Mayor of Savannah, GA 

Roy D. Buol 

Mayor of Dubuque, IA 

 

Lauren McLean 

Mayor of Boise, ID 

 

Stephen H. Hagerty 

Mayor of Evanston, IL 

Jason Ashmore 

Mayor of Sesser, IL 

 

William 'Bill' D. McLeod 

Mayor of Hoffman Estates, IL 

 

William May 

Mayor of Frankfort, KY 

Carlo DeMaria Jr. 

Mayor of Everett, MA 

 

Martin J. Walsh 

Mayor of Boston, MA 

 

Thomas W. Bernard 

Mayor of North Adams, MA 

David J. Narkewicz 

Mayor of Northampton, MA 

 

Daniel Rivera 

Mayor of Lawrence, MA 

 

William C. Reichelt 

Mayor of West Springfield, MA 

Patrick L. Wojahn 

Mayor of College Park, MD 

Jeffrey Z. Slavin 

Mayor of Somerset, MD 
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Andy Schor 

Mayor of Lansing, MI 

James B. Hovland 

Mayor of Edina, MN 

 

Kim Norton 

Mayor of Rochester, MN 

 

Emily Larson 

Mayor of Duluth, MN 

 

Lyda Krewson 

Mayor of St. Louis, MO 

 

Pam Hemminger 

Mayor of Chapel Hill, NC 

 

Dontario 'Don' Hardy 

Mayor of Kinston, NC 

Steve Schewel 

Mayor of Durham, NC 

 

Jeff Martin 

Mayor of Hamilton Township, NJ 

 

Sean M. Spiller 

Mayor of Montclair, NJ 

 

Brian C. Wahler 

Mayor of Piscataway, NJ 

 

Michael J. Venezia 

Mayor of Bloomfield, NJ 

 

Alan Webber 

Mayor of Santa Fe, NM 

 

Kenneth D. Miyagishima 

Mayor of Las Cruces, NM 

 

Tim Keller 

Mayor of Albuquerque, NM 

 

Hillary Schieve 

Mayor of Reno, NV 

 

Debra March 

Mayor of Henderson, NV 

 

Robert Restaino 

Mayor of Niagara Falls, NY 

 

Kathy M. Sheehan 

Mayor of Albany, NY 

 

Bill de Blasio 

Mayor of New York, NY 

 

David J. Berger 

Mayor of Lima, OH 

 

Thomas M. Bernabei 

Mayor of Canton, OH 

Wade Kapszukiewicz 

Mayor of Toledo, OH 

 

Bradley D. Sellers 

Mayor of Warrensville Heights, OH 

 

Denny Doyle 

Mayor of Beaverton, OR 

 

Jason B. Snider 

Mayor of Tigard, OR 

 

Salvatore  'Sal' J. Panto, Jr.  

Mayor of Easton, PA 

 

Ray O'Connell 

Mayor of Allentown, PA 

 

Jim Kenney 

Mayor of Philadelphia, PA 

 

Joe Schember 

Mayor of Erie, PA 

 

Joseph T. McElveen Jr. 

Mayor of Sumter, SC 

Indya Kincannon 

Mayor of Knoxville, TN 

 

Mike Palazzolo 

Mayor of Germantown, TN 

 

Steve Adler 

Mayor of Austin, TX 

 

Sylvester Turner 

Mayor of Houston, TX 

 

Eric Johnson 

Mayor of Dallas, TX 

 

Thurman 'Bill' Bartie 

Mayor of Port Arthur, TX 

 

Yolanda Ford 

Mayor of Missouri City, TX 

 

Harry LaRosiliere 

Mayor of Plano, TX 

 

McKinley L. Price DDS 

Mayor of Newport News, VA 

 

Justin Wilson 

Mayor of Alexandria, VA 

 

Glenn A. Johnson 

Mayor of Pullman, WA 

 

Mary Lou Pauly 

Mayor of Issaquah, WA 

 

Cassie Franklin 

Mayor of Everett, WA 

 

Allan Ekberg 

Mayor of Tukwila, WA 
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Jenny A. Durkan 

Mayor of Seattle, WA 

Nancy Backus 

Mayor of Auburn, WA 

 

Tim Kabat 

Mayor of La Crosse, WI 

 

Steve Williams 

Mayor of Huntington, WV 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable Bobby Scott, Chair, Committee on Education and Labor, U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Virginia Foxx, Ranking Member, Committee on Education and Labor, U.S. House of 

Representatives 

The Honorable Collin Peterson, Chair, Committee on Agriculture, U.S. House of Representatives  

The Honorable Mike Conaway, Ranking Member, Committee on Agriculture, U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Pat Roberts, Chair, Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, U.S. Senate 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow, Ranking Member, Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, U.S. 

Senate  


