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State Healthy School Meals for All Legislative Chart   

Last updated: November 2023  

 

The following chart lists Healthy School Meals for All state legislation that has been introduced. To date, eight states have successfully passed 

legislation to offer free school meals to all students, regardless of household income. Many additional states have bills pending.  

 

State Bill Language Description + Estimated 
Investment Needed  

Meals 
Covered 

Applicable 
Schools  

--- 
Required or 
voluntary  
 

Governor 
support?  

--- 
Bipartisan 
support?  

Status 

Arizona  
 

HB 2238 
 
 

Provide free breakfasts and 
lunches to pupils in kindergarten 
programs and grades one 
through twelve in each charter 
school and school district. 
 
Investment estimated at 
$106,000,000 from the state 
general fund. 
 

Breakfast & 
lunch  

Charter 
schools and 
school 
districts  
 
Participation 
is voluntary  

Not included 
in governor’s 
budget  
 
All original 
sponsors are 
democrats  

Bill introduced in 
2023  

California  
Coalition website: 
www.schoolmealsforall.org  

CA AB 130, the 
Education finance: 
education omnibus 
budget trailer bill  
 
AB 558 School 
meals: Child 
Nutrition Act of 
2022 
 

Legislation solidifies Universal 
Meal Program and provides 
funding for school kitchen 
equipment upgrades, food 
service staff training, the Farm to 
School Program and evaluation 
for universal meals. The 
legislation also requires eligible 
schools to apply for federal 
provisions to maximize 
reimbursements.  

Breakfast & 
lunch  

All schools 
required to 
participate.  
 
Schools must 
use CEP or 
Provision 2 
or 3.  

Not included 
in governor’s 
budget. 
 
Governor 
signed budget 
bill into law.  

Policy passed and is 
being implemented. 
 
State date: 
SY 2022-2023  
 
 

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/78339
http://www.schoolmealsforall.org/
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB130/id/2424179
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB130/id/2424179
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB130/id/2424179
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB130/id/2424179
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB558
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB558
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB558
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB558
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Colorado  
 
Coalition website:  
www.yesonff.org 
 

Proposition FF 
ballot language 
available here 
 
This ballot initiative 
was a stipulation 
contained in HB 
1414, which passed 
the House and 
Senate in May 
2022.   
 
 
 

Colorado Proposition FF, the 
Reduce Income Tax Deduction 
Amounts to Fund School Meals 
Program Measure, was on the 
ballot in Colorado as a 
legislatively referred state 
statute.  
 
Funding was dedicated to school 
meals for all by capping itemized 
and standard state income tax 
deductions for taxpayers who 
have federal adjusted gross 
income of $300,000 or more. 
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

School 
districts (not 
individual 
schools) can 
opt into free 
school 
meals.  
 
Participation 
is voluntary.  
 
Districts 
must use 
CEP if they 
are eligible.   
 

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

Policy passed and is 
being implemented.  
(Prop FF passed 
Nov. 8, 2022) 
 
Start date:  
SY 2023-2024 

Connecticut  
 
Coalition website:  
www.schoolmealsforallct.org  
 

SB929, a bill 
requiring school 
boards to establish 
free school meals 
for all students.  

 

SB929 has yet to pass.  
 
For the 2023-2024 school year, 
the legislature dedicated funding 
to offer free school breakfast to 
all students.  
 
For the 2022-2023 school year, 
Connecticut allocated $30 
million for school districts to 
serve free breakfast and lunch to 
all students. This was made 
possible through American 
Rescue Plan dollars. Later the 
amount was increased to $90 
million to cover cost of meals for 
the whole school year.  
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

Local and 
regional 
boards of 
education  
 
Offering free 
lunch is 
required. 
Offering free 
breakfast is 
optional  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced  

http://www.yesonff.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Colorado_Proposition_FF,_Reduce_Income_Tax_Deduction_Amounts_to_Fund_School_Meals_Program_Measure_(2022)
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyNUDtrxDAM_jXnpTjYsvzI4KFLt27di_xKDCG-OrnS66-vr9C9SCD0gb6HWl9or9901ra_1-SlABUpaK6TExyhIHdg41iTzMkVirKw7KUxxgrntGLJ21Syy6x6EACDQEtUAnEiEMahK06MwhwuKOirtmP9mI64trbtt7PXh_LU-sJWH4oWNpFVJZli9TzrQkqI7GYbtdWBbX49z-txUc8XeBm95WWKbWudUpuW9jmgULftGHMNAFyiRHbkXvPxCBeHoxyV4QZk4SgUcDdD4DTIxUiGThLrnsJ9oz3lPgyXTvHXXU7170fFWJUzIR8SgaNxhs8lBq4BVSJFRYNip3-75SPR_em19b3uy0D-c_gDCoB3-A
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyNUDtrxDAM_jXnpTjYsvzI4KFLt27di_xKDCG-OrnS66-vr9C9SCD0gb6HWl9or9901ra_1-SlABUpaK6TExyhIHdg41iTzMkVirKw7KUxxgrntGLJ21Syy6x6EACDQEtUAnEiEMahK06MwhwuKOirtmP9mI64trbtt7PXh_LU-sJWH4oWNpFVJZli9TzrQkqI7GYbtdWBbX49z-txUc8XeBm95WWKbWudUpuW9jmgULftGHMNAFyiRHbkXvPxCBeHoxyV4QZk4SgUcDdD4DTIxUiGThLrnsJ9oz3lPgyXTvHXXU7170fFWJUzIR8SgaNxhs8lBq4BVSJFRYNip3-75SPR_em19b3uy0D-c_gDCoB3-A
http://www.schoolmealsforallct.org/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2023/ba/pdf/2023SB-00929-R000047-BA.pdf
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DC  
 

Universal School 
Meals Amendment 
Act of 2023 
 

This legislation would provide 
free universal school breakfast, 
lunch, and after-school snacks to 
students in public, charter, and 
participating private schools in 
the District of Columbia 
beginning in the 2023-2024 
school year.  
 
The D.C. Food Policy Council 
estimated that this legislation 
would likely be an investment of 
$8 million annually, as 86% of 
the cost for this bill would be 
covered by already existing 
federal and local 
reimbursements. 
 

Breakfast & 
lunch & 
afterschool 
snacks  

Public 
school, 
public 
charter 
school and 
participating 
private 
school 
students 
 
School 
district 
participation 
voluntary  

Not 
applicable 

Bill introduced in 
2023  

Delaware  
 

HB125 This Act would require all 
schools to offer all students free 
breakfast and lunch every school 
day. The Department would 
reimburse all schools for all 
expenses not reimbursed by 
USDA.  
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

School 
district 
participation 
would be 
required  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 
 

Bill introduced  

Hawaii  
 

HB 540 
HB 620 

Beginning with the 2023-2024 
school year, requires the 
Department of Education to 
provide free lunch to all enrolled 
students. Appropriates funds. 
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

Participation 
would be 
required  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

Bills introduced in 
2023  

Illinois  
 

HB 2471 The legislature passed HB 2471, 
which would offer school meals 
at no cost to all students but no 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

Healthy School 
Meals for All 
legislation passed in 

https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B25-0035
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B25-0035
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B25-0035
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=130223
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=540&year=2023
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=620&year=2023
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=2471&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=147555&SessionID=112
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkT-P1DAQxT-N0yBH9vhPnCLFoShwElzD9Whsj7OWcvESZ9lbPj1KEAUd3fx5ejP6vTh0MZGjhgZpndFWGqcainnPZf2e4xC07HwUmveEnmvfA-8hae5TBOd9kiGJ5jIEJ7zrg9V956NFI4M2CrUXqPpgVWzyAAKUMEpIoy1AqyFA6pIjACTXaaYFvudSLz_aGi6lLOtt38432rLNzTJc9v1amXpiMDGY7vd7m5cZ27n8ZDAtNOe64CFnMKXbsuz0vrdYr0xNYwkv-EZMjQzsN6o1l_U5MjVKCQzsp6ejFIqBHUt4fVzpXH7--GfwcntjagTdyVP7PB7qjoH9QvPZHKZXCofxPyeYGpuyzbjmX_gXpxSgAnrDTXSC64Okgy5wE6Ok6BIGmZptQP9YcI20MS3ShuFEUGnLVM9QEAQFZbkFmbgWCrjrwXM0nREYpHYSm314vVGN-PjwtWxrXudm_680fwcAAP__-HmfpQ
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funding was allocated for the 
program.  
 

2023 but funding 
was not allocated.  

Louisiana  
 

HB 282  A public-school student who is 
not provided a free breakfast 
and lunch through any local, 
state, or federal program shall 
be provided a free breakfast and 
lunch. 
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 
 

Schools 
required to 
offer free 
meals  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced in 
2023  

Maine  
 
Coalition website:  
www.fullplates.org/schoolmeal
sforall  
 

An Act Regarding 
Expanding Access 
to Free School 
Meals  
 
LD 1679 
LD 221   
 
 

The Maine State Legislature 
passed a Supplemental Budget 
that included a new Meals for 
Students Fund 
and seeded the fund with $10 
million. Later advocacy efforts 
were successful in securing the 
remainder of the funding 
(estimated at $34 million) in 
April 2022.  
 
The legislature included 
statutory language in the budget 
making it so all students in 
Maine can access school meal 
programs at no cost. 
 
The law also directs the Maine 
Department of Education to 
work with school districts to 
maximize federal 
reimbursements by participating 
in all federally funded programs 
and provisions (CEP & 
Provision 2) to reduce the 
financial burden on the state. 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

Encouraging 
schools to 
use special 
provisions 
but not 
requiring it.  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  
 
Passed with 
bi-partisan 
support in the 
legislature  

Policy passed and is 
being implemented.  
 
Start date:  
SY 2022-2023 
 
 

https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=23RS&b=HB282&sbi=y
http://www.fullplates.org/schoolmealsforall
http://www.fullplates.org/schoolmealsforall
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1679&PID=1456&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1679&PID=1456&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1679&PID=1456&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1679&PID=1456&snum=130
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280080767
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280078272
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Maryland  
 
Coalition website:  
www.healthyschoolmealsforall
md.org 

Introduced in 
2023:  
SB 557 
HB 628  
 
Introduced in 
2022: HB 857  
 

Fiscal note: 2023 Regular Session 
- Fiscal and Policy Note for House 
Bill 628 (maryland.gov) 
 
Investment estimated at $90 
million  

Breakfast & 
lunch 

School 
district 
participation 
required 

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

 

Massachusetts  
 
Coalition website:  
www.feedkidsma.org 

Bills introduced in 
2022 to establish 
free school meals 
for all- MA S 314 / 
MA H 714 These 
bills did not pass in 
the 2022 legislative 
session but were 
taken up again in 
the 2023 legislative 
session.   
 
Bill H.5050 
establish free 
school meals for all 
students during the 
2022-2023 school 
year. Passed 
through the 
FY2023 budget 
(H.4700)  
 

On July 28, 2022 Governor Baker 
signed into law a one-year 
extension of School Meals for All 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 
The investment was set not to 
exceed $110 million.   
 
The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration introduced a 
supplemental budget bill that 
included $65 million for to 
maintain free school meals 
through the 2022-2023 school 
year. Without the additional 
funding, the program would 
have depleted its appropriation 
in March 2023.  
 
Governor Healey signed a $55.98 
billion state budget for FY 24, 
which starts on July 1, 2024. 
Included in the bill was a $172 
million investment in funding for  
universal school meals for public 
school students in kindergarten 
through high school. 
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Policy passed and 
being implemented.  
 
Start date: SY 2023-
2024  
 
Note: MA never 
returned to tiered-
payment meals 
after the start of 
the pandemic. After 
USDA waivers 
expired, MA 
allocated state 
funds to continue 
free school meals 
for all until 
legislation passed.  
 
 
 

http://www.healthyschoolmealsforallmd.org/
http://www.healthyschoolmealsforallmd.org/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0557
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0628
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2022rs/bills_noln/hb/fhb0857.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/fnotes/bil_0008/hb0628.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/fnotes/bil_0008/hb0628.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/fnotes/bil_0008/hb0628.pdf
http://www.feedkidsma.org/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/S314
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H714
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H5050
https://malegislature.gov/Budget/FY2023/HouseWaysMeansBudget/Executive_Summary
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H4700
https://www.mass.gov/doc/h47-supplemental-budget-bill
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Michigan  Funding was 
allocated in the 
FY24 state budget 
for free school 
meals for all. It is 
set to expire 
summer 2024.  

SB500, a bill to 
make free school 
lunch and 
breakfast a 
permanent 
program. It would 
also allow disabled 
students age 26 
and under who are 
enrolled in special 
education 
programs to also 
receive meals at no 
charge. 
 

Governor’s proposal includes 
$160 million for free school 
meals  

Breakfast & 
lunch 

 Yes- in 
governor’s 
budget 
 

Gov.Whitmer 
signed into law a 
bipartisan 
education budget, 
providing $160 
million to offer all 
1.4 million public 
school students 
free school meals  
 
Start Date: SY 2023-
2024 
 
Advocacy continues 
to make free school 
meals for all a 
continuous part of 
MI budgeting  
 

Minnesota  
 
Coalition website:  
www.hungersolutions.org/2021
/03/14/healthy-hunger-free-
schools  
 

Bills introduced in 
2023 legislative 
session:  
Senate File 123 
House File 5 

Bill provides free school 
breakfast and lunch for all 
students.  
 
Investment estimated at $200 
million 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

Required. If 
schools 
participate in 
NSLP, they 
must 
participate in 
free school 
meals 
program.  
 

Yes- in 
governor’s 
budget  

Policy passed and 
being implemented.  
  
Signed into law 
March 17, 2023  

Missouri  
 

House Bill 172 
Senate Bill 321 
 

Requires public schools to 
provide free breakfasts and 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bills have been 
introduced 

https://www.michigan.gov/budget/-/media/Project/Websites/budget/Fiscal/Executive-Budget/Current-Exec-Rec/FY-2024-Budget-Book_FINAL_2-8-23.pdf?rev=88d0722031504d3e863ee8e7ba5195e6&hash=4FF9CFD6BEB257C8E15C0AA4258C22DC
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkDGP1DAQhX9N3CCv7PHYHhcpoIhEcRX0aDwe71oKCSQ5iePXo1uJ_vqn9773tTm3rqRGZ59KChg9FKNtXGPffow2syj4ht6GmqpFpWoLxWYZO-RAqWAW85iFCKEosrgK2HslVapIVRBqTsGMGRwE71zwGAnLrXkftbUeOqA4ggkd_xn7-fh9O-Wx7-v2eh1PjNt-3M06P67r1zmFzxMsEyyr3scpvN1k_znB8vJ1gqWOdZ1g-fbFRecmWN4XzX7ceRt_-f8h7yAI12hjI2cROlqCLDa25rVRZ_HdHDPXt5W3pseErh8sT4hTt_bsiC7ngmSFu1rMvlhS7jYhNh-jJBI2px5Dz_e4MDiVkGwC3y26AJYKVMsxR8fikTyba_7-qmfjt08v-7GN7W6uD8n_FwAA___tUIT0
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2023/02/michigan-school-kids-could-get-free-breakfast-lunch-under-whitmer-budget-proposal.html
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2023/02/michigan-school-kids-could-get-free-breakfast-lunch-under-whitmer-budget-proposal.html
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2023/02/michigan-school-kids-could-get-free-breakfast-lunch-under-whitmer-budget-proposal.html
http://www.hungersolutions.org/2021/03/14/healthy-hunger-free-schools
http://www.hungersolutions.org/2021/03/14/healthy-hunger-free-schools
http://www.hungersolutions.org/2021/03/14/healthy-hunger-free-schools
https://www.senate.mn/committees/2023-2024/3120_Committee_on_Education_Policy/SF%20123.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF5&ssn=0&y=2023
https://mn.gov/governor/news/?id=1055-570080
https://mn.gov/governor/news/?id=1055-570080
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB172&year=2023&code=R
https://senate.mo.gov/23info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=29306
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lunches to all students attending 
classes in such school 
 

Montana  
 

HB 863 
 

Free meals for all students. 
Appropriates $22 million from 
the state general fund to the 
office of public instruction for 
each fiscal year of the biennium  
 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced in 
2023 and heard in 
House Education 
Committee  

Nebraska   
 

Introduced in 
2023- LB99- Adopt 
the Hunger-Free 
Schools Act  
 
Introduced in 

2021- LB117- 

Adopt the Hunger-

Free School Act  

Amends the current statute and 

require schools to offer 

breakfast and lunch to all 

students at no cost. This bill was 

referred to the Education 

Committee.  

 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

School 
district 
participation 
would be 
required   

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

Bill was introduced 
in 2023  

New Jersey  
 

Introduced in 
2022- S1508 
 
 
 
 

Requires schools to universally 
provide free meals to all 
students, regardless of whether 
students are federally eligible for 
free or reduced-price meals 

Breakfast & 
Lunch 

School 
district 
participation 
required  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

Bill introduced  

Nevada  State of NV used 
COVID pandemic 
relief funds to 
provide free school 
meals for all during 
2022-2023 and 
2023-2024 school 
years  
 
Expenditure of 
American Rescue 

Bill would invest $43 million to 
continue providing Nevada 
students with free breakfast and 
lunch for the 2024-25 school 
year  
 
American Rescue Plan funds 
were used to provide free school 
meals for all students during the 
2022-2023 school year. Up to 
$75 million 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill was introduced  
 
Free meals for all 
students 
established for SY 
2022-2023 and SY 
2023-2024 
 
Funds were 
allocated by Interim 
Finance Committee  

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/law0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_DFT_NO5=LC3488&Z_ACTION=Find&P_Sess=20231
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50073
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50073
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=50073
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=43589
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=43589
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=43589
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/S1508
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2022/Students_in_Nevada_won%E2%80%99t_worry_about_school_meals_next_year/
https://agri.nv.gov/News/2022/Students_in_Nevada_won%E2%80%99t_worry_about_school_meals_next_year/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meeting/24231
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2021/Meeting/24231
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Plan Act, 
Coronavirus state 
and local fiscal 
recovery funds 
 
To extend free 
school meals, 
Assemblywoman 
Jauregui 
introduced AB319, 
seeking $43 million 
to extend the 
coverage to the 
2024-25 school 
year.  
 

 
The Nevada State legislature has 
approved an additional $28M to 
continue universal school meals 
for school year 2023-2024. 
 
 
 

Item H15 

New Mexico  
 

SB 4  
 
 
 

Ensures free, healthy school 
meals for all students. Makes an 
appropriation.  
 
$22.5 million was allocated to 
fund universal school meals 
through state budget bill, HB 2.  

Breakfast & 
Lunch  

 Yes- in 
governor’s 
budget 
 
The bill 
passed 
unanimously 
in both the 
House and 
the Senate. 
 

Policy passed and 
being implemented.  
 
Governor signed 
into law 3/27/23  
 
Start date: July 1, 
2023  
 

New York  
 
Coalition website:  
www.schoolmealsforallny.org  
 

Introduced in 
2023: Assembly Bill 
A01941  
 
Previous bills 
introduced include:  
S9144 / A9518  
 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn
=A01941&term=2023 
 
Senate and Assembly included 
$280 million for universal free 
school meals in their budget 
proposals 

Breakfast & 
lunch 

School 
district 
participation 
required   
 
 

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/82nd2023/Bill/10176/Text
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/27744
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=4&year=23
https://nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=2&year=23
http://www.schoolmealsforallny.org/
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A01941&term=2023
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A01941&term=2023
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S9144
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A9518
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A01941&term=2023
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?bn=A01941&term=2023
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North Carolina  
 
Coalition website:  
www.schoolmealsforallnc.org 
 

House Bill 1074  
Senate Bill 887  
 

   Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget  

Bills have been 
introduced  

North Dakota HB 1491 Provide universal school lunch 
for all students in the state  
 
Expected investment = $89.5 
million for the biennium. This 
would likely be enough to cover 
breakfast as well.  
 
An expected amendment would 
make the policy permanent.  

HB 1494 introduced in 2023 
legislative session. Aims to end 
lunch shaming practices. 

SB 2284 included lunch shaming 
language and was signed into 
law by governor on 4/7/23  
 

Lunch only   Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

HB 1491 has been 
amended to provide 
free meals to 
students up to 200% 
of the poverty level. 
It is included in SB 
2284 and is an 
investment of $6 
million.  

Ohio  
 
Coalition website:  
www.hungerfreeschoolsoh.org  
 

 The Ohio State Board of 
Education passed a resolution 
recommending that the General 
Assembly use ARPA funding to 
provide free breakfast and lunch 
to students in Ohio.  
 

  Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

 

Oklahoma  Rep. John Waldron 
(D-Tulsa) hosted an 
interim study titled 
“Free School 
Lunches: 

The study explores the benefits 
and costs of expanding free 
school lunches and will inform 
future legislative efforts. 
 

  Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

 

http://www.schoolmealsforallnc.org/
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2021/H1074/True
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2021/S887
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/68-2023/regular/bill-overview/bo1491.html
http://www.hungerfreeschoolsoh.org/
http://public.education.ohio.gov/StateBoardBooks/2022%20-%20Board%20Books/September%20-%202022/Member%20Proposed%20Resolutions/RESOLUTION%20TO%20RECOMMEND%20TO%20THE%20GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY%20THE%20USE%20OF%20ARPA%20FUNDS%20TO%20PROVIDE.pdf
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkbuO3DoQRL9GSi56wLeagYKbTObMudFiN0eyteSapLAef73hMZw7L1Qd1OF14Swos6w6xBAdGudn4WMctXw5eFWoOGyC4KxicIgJiHKCsETvOCSPi5r3NdtMws4LYSSxnMhKtNanuKDiHOZjNcpYrbTSzioTb6hDikYsBlGMlCan6MdR-_791tNe61mu0V4Yt9oe87nuY7z3yf4_mftk7t_Gdd5SfZvMvchHn8z9rInOydybvMPXuhf4oJNbLbDXPjpQgaMMaccb9HHxE3JNVxeGWiA3EfizCudV0i59ru1B5fhJf4_QythEmwfPqMCZ7ADNksAza2HMlHSe20rb86TC0iancqP0gu9S-HdHipiUVgF0wAwu-wgUOENAJLab583quUs7pL_iZJQkGyAYncEpawCj2YD84hUl7VDTPNbPl3Sm53-faitHeczjn6T9CgAA___Rnp07
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkbuO3DoQRL9GSi56wLeagYKbTObMudFiN0eyteSapLAef73hMZw7L1Qd1OF14Swos6w6xBAdGudn4WMctXw5eFWoOGyC4KxicIgJiHKCsETvOCSPi5r3NdtMws4LYSSxnMhKtNanuKDiHOZjNcpYrbTSzioTb6hDikYsBlGMlCan6MdR-_791tNe61mu0V4Yt9oe87nuY7z3yf4_mftk7t_Gdd5SfZvMvchHn8z9rInOydybvMPXuhf4oJNbLbDXPjpQgaMMaccb9HHxE3JNVxeGWiA3EfizCudV0i59ru1B5fhJf4_QythEmwfPqMCZ7ADNksAza2HMlHSe20rb86TC0iancqP0gu9S-HdHipiUVgF0wAwu-wgUOENAJLab583quUs7pL_iZJQkGyAYncEpawCj2YD84hUl7VDTPNbPl3Sm53-faitHeczjn6T9CgAA___Rnp07
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Examining 
Developments and 
Expanding 
Eligibility.” 
 

Oregon  HB 3030  

 

 

 

Provide free school meals to all 
K-12 students in Oregon. 
 
Later amended to create a task 
force charged with 
recommending strategies to 
implement a Healthy School 
Meals for All policy statewide by 
September 2024.  
 

  Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced 

Pennsylvania  
 
Coalition website:  
www.snapa.org/mealsforall 
 

Bills introduced in 
2022-2023 Session  
SB180  
 
Bills introduced in 
2021-2022 Session 
Senate Bill 1327 
House Bill 2829 

 

No Student Should Go Hungry 
Universal School Meals: 
providing for the Universal 
School Meal Program and 
establishing the Universal School 
Meal Fund.   

  Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bills introduced in 
2021-2022 session  
 
 

Rhode Island  
 

SB 68 
HB 5639 

 

 Breakfast & 
Lunch  

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bills introduced  

South Carolina  
 

General Assembly 
Bill 148 

 

   Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced  

South Dakota  
 

HB1221  
 

A bill to offer free school lunches 
to K through 12 public schools. 

Lunch only   Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3030?emci=366ce118-c19d-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&emdi=06f48d5f-d99d-ed11-994c-00224832eb73&ceid=7387846
http://www.snapa.org/mealsforall
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1327
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2829
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/SenateText23/S0068.pdf
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/BillText/BillText23/HouseText23/H5639.pdf
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/prever/148_20221130.htm
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess125_2023-2024/prever/148_20221130.htm
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/23880
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Tennessee  
 

Bill introduced in 
2022-  
SB 1897  
HB1744 
 
Bills introduced in 
2023-  
SB0208 
HB0255 

 

Requires each local school board 
to establish a school lunch 
program and a school breakfast 
program that provides a free 
breakfast and lunch to each 
student enrolled in a school 
under the board's jurisdiction; 
requires the state to reimburse 
each LEA the cost of providing a 
free breakfast and lunch to each 
student enrolled in the LEA after 
all available federal funds have 
been applied 
 

Breakfast & 
Lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bills introduced  

Vermont  
 
Coalition website:  
www.universalschoolmealsvt.or
g 
 

S 100 (Act 151) – 
one year extension 
of free school 
meals for all  

2023 Legislation:  

H. 165 

S100 provides free school 
breakfast and lunch for all 
students for the 2022-2023 
school. Funds provided from 
Education Fund. The bill also 
establishes a task force to advise 
the legislature on how to make 
school food available to all 
students at no cost to families 
permanently.  
 

Breakfast & 
Lunch 

Private 
schools 
allowed to 
get the state 
supplement 
if they offer 
universal 
meals, only 
get for 
publicly 
tuitioned 
students.  
 
To receive 
supplementa
l state funds, 
schools must 
participate in 
CEP or 
Provision 2.  

Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Policy passed and 
being implemented.  
 
Start date: SY 2022-
2023  
 

https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1897&ga=112
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1897&ga=112
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/Billinfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0208&ga=113
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/Billinfo/default.aspx?BillNumber=SB0208&ga=113
http://www.universalschoolmealsvt.org/
http://www.universalschoolmealsvt.org/
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2022/S.100
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2024/H.165
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Virginia HB 1967  Makes school meals available at 
no cost to students 
 

Breakfast & 
Lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 
 

Bill introduced 

Washington  
 

HB 1238 
SB 5339 

 

Would add free school meals to 
the definition of basic education 
in WA  
 
Fiscal note estimates investment 
at $200 million/ biennium  
 

Breakfast & 
Lunch 

 Not included 
in Governor’s 
budget 

Bills introduced  

Wisconsin  
 
Coalition website: 
www.healthyschoolmealsforall
wi.org  
 

Assembly Bill 805  

 

 Breakfast & 
Lunch 

 Yes- in 
governor’s 
budget 

Bill introduced  

 

  

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?231+sum+HB1967
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1238&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5339&Chamber=Senate&Year=2023
https://fnspublic.ofm.wa.gov/FNSPublicSearch/GetPDF?packageID=66175
http://www.healthyschoolmealsforallwi.org/
http://www.healthyschoolmealsforallwi.org/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/reg/asm/bill/AB805
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/34896a0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/34896a0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/34896a0

