
 
 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL  
  
June 22, 2026  
 
Hon. John Thune 
Senate Majority Leader 
Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Room 511, US Capitol 
100 Constitution Avenue NE 
Washington, DC, 20510 
  
Hon. Charles “Chuck” Schumer 
Senate Minority Leader 
Hart Senate Office Building 
Room 322, US Capitol 
120 Constitution Avenue NE 
Washington, DC, 20510 
 
 
Re: Farm Relief/SNAP Priority 
  
Dear Majority Leader Thune and Minority Leader Schumer: 
  



On behalf of the Budget Justice Coalition and the leaders of the nation’s top civil rights 
organizations, we write to express serious concerns regarding any farm bill or farmer 
relief package that does not address the emerging crisis in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).  We ask you to reverse all the harm H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21) has 
done to the SNAP program.  At a minimum, given the growing number of children and 
families now losing SNAP benefits, we urge you to ensure that any farm legislation 
includes a provision that gives all states more time to reduce errors and ensure that 
eligible low-income families do not lose access to SNAP benefits.  We represent a broad 
alliance of civil rights organizations, labor unions, local governments, and policy experts 
committed to ensuring that federal fiscal policy reflects the needs of all communities, 
particularly those that have been historically under-resourced.  We have real concerns 
about the impact additional cost increases or cuts to critical safety-net programs like 
SNAP will have on the communities and constituencies for which we advocate and 
represent, especially Black and Brown communities and other vulnerable populations, 
who will likely bear the brunt of the economic burdens imposed by H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21)1.   
  
Any Farm Bill or bill containing farm relief provisions must address the massive SNAP cost 
shifts to states that were included in H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21)—legislation that has resulted in 
higher food costs for families, exacerbated poverty, and caused increasing hunger, 
particularly for communities of color. We urge you to oppose any farm relief legislation 
that fails to delay these cost shifts for all states (not just the existing delay for a few states), 
a step essential to keeping families fed. More than 3.5 million people have fallen off the 
SNAP rolls since H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21) was enacted, including more than 700,000 children in 
just the 12 states that publish participation data among children2. SNAP participation has 
dropped in every state, but not because the economy has improved. As states struggle 
to administer sweeping changes to SNAP while rushing to reduce costs, many eligible 
families are losing the food assistance they need due to new bureaucratic obstacles, 
processing backlogs, and procedural denials. And food prices continue to rise, as do gas 
prices, rent, and other daily living costs. Without Congressional action, beginning in 
September 2026, most states will have their error rate locked in thus determining their cost 
share.  States must balance their budgets, and this additional cost may well be so high 
that some states will be unable to continue offering SNAP. Congress must act now to 
keep the American people from going hungry—the first step is to insist that any farm relief 
include a delay of the cost shift.  
  

 
1 Legal Def. Fund, President Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Act,” Explained, Legal Def. Fund, 
https://www.naacpldf.org/case-issue/trumps-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-explained/ (last visited 
June 15, 2026).  
2 Luis Nunez, “Sharp Drop in Number of Children Receiving SNAP Food Assistance Under New 
Federal Law,” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, (May 27, 2026), Sharp Drop in Number of 
Children Receiving SNAP Food Assistance Under New Federal Law | Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities.” 



Under H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21), starting in 2027, most states will be required to pay 5-15% of 
SNAP benefit costs (amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars annually for many states) 
based on the state error rate. However, the law provides two extra years for states with 
the highest error rates (like Alaska3) to reduce those rates, while most states have only 
until September to improve.  Ironically, the troubled roll out of the H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21) 
implementation guidance, combined with the disruption to SNAP during the shutdown 
last year, made it even harder for states to reduce error rates and actually increased 
error rates for some states, thus making a bad problem even worse. All states need equal 
time to reduce error rates and thereby protect participation in their programs—the 
National Governors Association, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and the National 
Conference of State Legislators have all called for this delay.  
  
The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities developed an interactive tracker4 that 
illustrates SNAP participation decline in each state resulting from the H.R. 1 (P.L. 119-21) 
cuts.  They explain:  
  
“From October 1, 2027, most states will be required to pay a share of SNAP food benefit 
costs for the first time, potentially totaling hundreds of millions or even billions of dollars in 
new costs each year for the largest states. States, who must balance their budgets, will 
soon face painful trade-offs that would likely hurt struggling families: if they can’t fully 
cover these costs by raising taxes or cutting other services, they’ll need to further cut 
SNAP or potentially even withdraw from the program, terminating food assistance for all 
low-income people in the state5.” 
  
Importantly, if a state delays or refuses to provide SNAP to an eligible household, that 
does not count as an error. This creates a perverse incentive for states to deny or delay 
eligible households, rather than risk higher error rates that will increase the costs states 
must cover.   
  
For decades, there has been a longstanding bipartisan understanding that any time aid 
was provided to farmers, it would be provided to families struggling to afford groceries as 

 
3 Gina Plata-Nino & Randy Rosso, “Shifting the Burden: How the Recently Passed Budget 
Reconciliation Package Reshapes SNAP and Strains State Budgets”, Food Research & and 
Action Center, (July 24, 2025), https://frac.org/blog/shifting-the-burden-how-the-recently-
passed-budget-reconciliation-package-reshapes-snap-and-strains-state-budgets.  
4 Dottie Rosenbaum et al., “SNAP Tracker: People Are Losing Food Assistance as the Republican 
Megabill Is Implemented,”, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, (May 18, 2026), 
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-
assistance-as-the-republican-megabill. 
5 Katie Bergh, “Congress Must Address SNAP Cost Shift Before Even More Low-Income Families 
Lose Food Assistance”, Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, (April 17, 2026), 
https://www.cbpp.org/blog/congress-must-address-snap-cost-shift-before-even-more-low-
income-families-lose-food. 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-assistance-as-the-republican-megabill
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/senate-republican-leaders-proposal-risks-deep-cuts-to-food-assistance-some


well.  Going back on that agreement at a time when food prices are soaring, and after 
the deepest cuts to SNAP in history were enacted last July, is unconscionable.   
  
We strongly ask that you consider the needs of your constituents when weighing farm-
related legislation and ensure that anything you support addresses the SNAP crisis and 
protects those who are eligible for food assistance.   
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Rev. Al Sharpton 
Founder & President 
National Action Network 
 

 

Deborah Weinstein 
Executive Director 
Coalition on Human Needs 
   
  

 
Janai S. Nelson 
President and Director Counsel 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
 
 



 
Joel Berg  
Chief Executive Officer 
Hunger Free America 
 
 

 
Rev. Shavon Arline-Bradley 
President and CEO 
National Council of Negro Women 
 
 

 
 
Janet Murguía 
President and CEO 
UnidosUS 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: US Senate 


