Hunger Doesn’t Take a Vacation:
Summer Nutrition Status Report 2010

Executive Summary & Implications for Minnesota

The Summer Nutrition Programs, which provide nutritious meals and snacks to low-income children during the summer
months, are in trouble and are falling far short of meeting the needs of low-income children. The recession not only has
impacted families, it has severely strained state and local budgets, resulting in major cuts in summer schools and youth
programs throughout the country. The erosion of programs where food can be served makes it difficult for the Summer
Nutrition Programs to respond to the dramatic increase in need. Contrary to the overall trend in federal nutrition
programs, in 2009 the Summer Nutrition Programs actually fed fewer children than in the previous year.

If low-income children are going to have access to the healthy food they need during the summer months, the Summer
Nutrition Programs must be improved. The current Child Nutrition Reauthorization process gives Congress the
opportunity to fix problems in the Summer Nutrition Programs (some of them created by previous congressional budget
cuts), and to make targeted new investments that will increase the number of children who have access to nutritious
meals during the summer.

This annual Summer Nutrition Status Report is published by the Food Research and Action Center (FRAC).

Key Findings from the Report — July 2009 Data

National Data Minnesota Data
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